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Abstract

This research paper comprises a "Comparative Study of Islamic and Western
Marriage Systems and Their Impact on Society." Historically, marriage has
been a significant social relationship in almost every era and among every
nation, symbolizing elements like love, stability, and social harmony. Since
Islam is a universal religion and a complete code of life, it provides guidance
on all aspects of human life. Marriage is one of the most crucial aspects of
human life, essential for the continuity of the human race, and thus, Islam
offers comprehensive guidance on marriage. Islamic law emphasizes
marriage over monasticism and celibacy. It is also a natural necessity
because, since the day Allah created the universe and humans, this need has
been felt and has existed in some form in every nation and era.
Consequently, when Allah created Prophet Adam, He created his partner,
Eve, for his comfort. In Islamic law, marriage is an act that not only fulfills
natural sexual desires but is also considered an act of worship. This is the
practice of all the prophets.

Generally, in the West, marriage is a sacred and legal relationship that
involves mutual consent and family approval. To formalize a marriage,
mutual consent of both the man and the woman is necessary. However, due
to the women's liberation movement in Western societies, people often
prefer partnerships based on mutual consent over long-term marriages.
These are usually considered alternatives or equivalents to marriage, where
sexual relationships are established without being bound in a formal
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relationship. This is commonly referred to as a partnership or live-in
relationship, where two individuals manage their lives according to mutual
agreements and social standards without formal marriage.

Islamic law considers chastity, fidelity, affection, and mercy as the purposes
of marriage. In contrast, the Western system, devoid of moral values, has
crippled not only individual but also collective life. The family system is
disintegrating and is plagued by sexual promiscuity. The traditional parental
system is nearing its end. Additionally, due to the prevalence of free sexual
relations in the West, prostitution has become an industry. The rise in
adultery, fornication, and homosexuality has led to an increase in venereal
diseases (such as gonorrhea, syphilis, and AIDS), engulfing the entire West.
The current suffering of Western families is extremely cautionary.

Keywords: Marriage, Islam, West, relation, Society.
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Marriage a legally and socially sanctioned union usually between a
man and a woman that is regulated by laws rules customs beliefs

and attitudes that prescribe the rights and duties of the partners and
accords status to their offspring'?”
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Marriage is often defined in a variety of ways but the simplest
approach is identifying it as a legally recognized social contract

between two people implying a permanence of a union and
traditionally based on a presence of a sexual relationship
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Variations to this definition may encompass nuances of legal union
commonlaw marriage whether polygamy is allowed and same sex
marriages or other differentiations from traditional expectations of
marriage!3”
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It is evident that marriage as an institution has evolved
considerably, particularly in the 21st century. Shifting from a
social exchange to becoming a traditional unit, it is now more of a
preference and legality in Western culture rather than a necessity.
There are greater freedoms to partner relationships and the
dynamics of marriage focus more on mutual growth and support
than a patriarchal foundation of centuries past. However, marriage
for the large part is gradually losing its social value as a critical
component of life and relationships as other models such as

cohabitation are becoming prevalent'”.
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